Secure Your Home for a Stress-Free Summer Holiday

If you have a trip booked this summer, the last thing you want is to worry about your home security while you're away. You've worked hard all year and deserve a well-earned break. Holidays are important, and it's likely you have something planned that you're looking forward to. The last thing you want is a phone call saying your home has been burgled while you're enjoying your holiday. 
If you often worry about home security, we can help put your mind at ease with our top tips to ensure your property is well-protected. This way, you can relax and enjoy your holiday with greater peace of mind.
1. Tilt Your Blinds
The debate on whether to leave your blinds open or closed when away from home is ongoing. Some suggest keeping them closed to prevent potential burglars from peering inside, but this can also signal that no one is home.
The ideal outcome may be to have trusted neighbours, friends or relatives to visit your property occasionally during your holiday to move blinds or curtains to show signs of occupation, however one alternative is simply to obscure the view of any valuable items that may be seen from outside – don’t let your home become a ‘shop window’ for burglars. 
Alternatively, if you’re willing to invest, there are moveable blinds available that can be operated electronically – whether on timers or remote control and linked to smart phone apps.
2. Control Lighting
Making your home appear occupied is crucial when you're away. Light timers are an effective tool for this. Set them to turn lights on and off at times you would normally do so, creating the illusion of activity.
For added security, consider smart light switches that can be controlled via an app on your smartphone. This allows you to turn lights on and off sporadically, mimicking human activity and making it harder for thieves to determine if you're home.
3. Good Neighbours
Are you on good terms with your neighbours? This can really help at times when you’re going away, having extra pairs of eyes and ears on your property whilst you’re out of the area. They can help by keeping an eye out for any suspicious activity or noise, through to parking their car in your driveway or even helping with activities such as moving unattended bins after collection, to give the appearance that you’re still there. By offering your services to them first, you may find you can build up a good rapport and hopefully they may do this for you!
4. Avoid Publicly Posting on Social Media
While it's tempting to share your holiday excitement on social media, it can alert potential burglars that your home is empty. If you have a public account, be cautious about tagging locations or checking in. Instead, adjust your privacy settings and only share your plans with close friends and family. Wait until you're back home to post holiday photos.
5. Complete a General Security Check Before You Leave
Before heading out, double-check that all windows and doors are securely locked. Ensure sheds, garages, and outbuildings are also locked. Items like ladders and tools can assist burglars in gaining access to your home.
Additionally, unplug any electrical appliances to reduce fire risks and save energy.
6. Invest in Home Security
Effective home security provides peace of mind, whether you're on holiday, walking the dog, or sleeping at night. A visible alarm bell box can deter burglars by emitting a loud siren and alerting neighbours if a break-in occurs.
CCTV cameras are also powerful deterrents. The mere presence of an outdoor camera can discourage most criminals. Modern alarm systems often allow remote activation and deactivation via a smartphone app, so you can secure your home even if you forget before leaving.
There’s also a whole range of video doorbells available that can provide an extra layer of security, letting you view your street, from the comfort of your sun lounger and record footage of any unwanted activity on your property. 
Depending on your home and the level of protection desired, it is possible for a third-party security company to connect your property to their remote monitoring system where it can be watched over 24/7, with alerts to yourself and authorities if needed. 
By following these tips, you can significantly reduce the risk of burglary while you're away, allowing you to focus on relaxing and enjoying your holiday. 
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