Home Extensions: Where To Start?

If you and your family are thinking of needing extra space – the natural thought can be to simply search for a new property. However, with the turbulent housing market and rising cost of mortgages – one answer might be right under your feet. 
Adding Value to Your Home
Not only can a home extension offer the much-needed space, but it can add some real value to your home in the process too. A survey by Checkatrade revealed that an extension can add between 5-8% to your property value, depending upon the size, style and design of the extension itself1. 
However, before getting started with the building tools, it’s wise to do a little research on the key considerations to be had when embarking on an extension project.
· Planning Permission 
Depending on the size and location of your planned extension, you may or may not need planning permission from your local council. There are permitted development rights allowing some single-storey rear extensions to be built without the need for consent. However, it’s important to check the specific measurements and regulations to ensure your extension complies.

· Building Regulations 
Even if you don’t need planning permission, building regulations approval will still be required. The extension must meet minimum standards for structural integrity, insulation, electrical safety and so on. Using a qualified builder can help ensure regulations are followed.

· Inform Your Insurer 
Let your home insurance provider know about your extension plans, as this could affect your cover during the works and once completed. Additional rebuild costs may increase your premiums too.

· Speak to Your Neighbours
Be considerate and talk through any disruption the works could cause. You may also need neighbours to agree to plans if building on shared walls or boundaries under Party Wall laws. Maintaining good relations is key.

· Finding the right Architect & Building Firms

This is arguably the most important decision. Do your research to find an experienced and trustworthy builder or architect. Get recommendations and read reviews. Make sure they have the specific expertise you need.

· Get Multiple Quotes 
To achieve the best value, get at least three itemised quotes from different builders outlining the full costs. Compare these in detail before selecting who to hire.
Hopefully these tips give you a good overview of key things to consider at the start of your extension journey. It certainly pays to conduct proper planning early on to smooth out and manage the key processes in an effective way – and to turn your place into your dream home, without having to move properties.
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