The 2026 Homeowner Check-Up. Four Things Worth Reviewing This Year

Once you own a home, it is easy to put everything on autopilot.
Your mortgage ticks along, insurance renews automatically and paperwork stays filed away. But over time, small details can drift out of line with your circumstances, sometimes without you realising.
As we move through 2026, there are a few sensible checks worth making. Not because anything is necessarily wrong, but because life changes, costs move on and reviewing things occasionally can help avoid surprises later.

1. Your Mortgage. Especially If Your Deal Is Ending

If you are on a fixed-rate mortgage, it is worth checking when your current deal comes to an end. Many two-, three- and five-year fixed deals taken out in recent years are due to finish in 2026. When a fixed rate ends, most mortgages revert to the lender’s standard variable rate, which is usually higher and can change over time.
Reviewing your mortgage in advance helps you understand what your options may be and avoids drifting onto a more expensive rate without realising. This is about awareness and timing, not trying to second-guess the market.
A mortgage broker can review a current deal, explain what happens next, and outline the options available, regardless of whether any changes are made
2. Protection. Would Your Household Cope Financially?

Protection is often arranged when a mortgage is first taken out, then left untouched for years.
It is worth asking a simple but important question: if something serious happened to you or a partner, would your household be able to cope financially?

This can include cover such as:
· Life insurance, which can help repay a mortgage or support loved ones
· Critical illness cover, which can pay out a lump sum if you are diagnosed with a serious condition
· Income protection, which can help replace income if you are unable to work due to illness or injury

Changes in income, family circumstances, or mortgage balance can all affect how suitable existing cover remains. Reviewing protection does not mean you need more cover, it simply helps ensure what you have still matches your situation.
Understanding your current policies and whether they still meet your needs can be done clearly and at a pace that suits you.
3. General Insurance. Is Your Home Properly Protected?

Buildings insurance is a requirement for most mortgages, but having cover in place does not always mean it is the right cover
Common issues include rebuild costs that have not been updated, contents cover that no longer reflects what you own, or excess levels that would be difficult to afford if you needed to claim
Home insurance is there to protect you from financial shock. Reviewing it from time to time helps ensure it would do its job properly if the unexpected happens.
Many clients find it helpful to look at general insurance alongside their mortgage, particularly if payments or household budgets are changing.

4. The Bigger Picture. How Resilient Is Your Household?

Finally, it is worth stepping back and looking at the wider picture.
Do you have a small buffer for unexpected costs such as repairs or insurance excesses?
Have your household outgoings changed since you last reviewed your finances?
You do not need everything perfectly organised. But understanding where potential pressure points might be, before they become problems, can make a real difference.

In Summary

A homeowner check-up is not about changing things for the sake of it. It is about staying informed. 
Mortgages end, protection needs evolve and insurance details can drift over time. Reviewing these areas occasionally helps ensure your arrangements still support you and your household properly.
A mortgage broker could provide information on these areas, explain the available options clearly, and outline the considerations involved in making informed decisions. A review does not automatically mean changing anything; for many people, it simply provides reassurance.
Your home/property may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on a mortgage or other debt secured on it.
There may be a fee for mortgage advice. The precise amount of the fee will depend upon your circumstances but will range from £xx to £xxx and this will be discussed and agreed with you at the earliest opportunity
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